The writing of the first version of this book
was finished in April 2006. Since then,
multiple things have occurred that provide
evidence of its practical significance,
including the Nobel Peace Prize, October
2007, given to the UN’s Intergo-
vernmental Panel on Climate Change
(IPCC) and to the former USA vice
president Mr. Al Gore. ENSO What?" is
not a document about climate change,
but, rather it presents the conclusions ofa
LA RED and IAl research project on why
El Nifio and La Nifia cause such disasters
in Latin America, helps us to understand
how human being are related to their
territory (and its climate, which is one of
the main components), and why in this
relationship the lack of sustainability bring
more risks, risks that on many occasions
become disasters. But overall, this book
brings tools and concepts to empower a
local cause to achieve securer territories,
shifting those relationships for the benefit
of the community and the ecosystems.
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The 1Al -LA RED research project on which this
book is based was coordinated and undertaken at
a national level by:

Eduardo France and Lenkiza Angulo - Peru
Adriana Bonilla and Allan Lavell Costa Rica
Virginia Garcia Acosta - México
Hilda Herzer - Argentina
Anthony Oliver Smith Florida, USA
Andrés Velasquez - Colombia

Othon Zevallos Moreno Ecuador

Marx Prestes-Brasil

Eduardo Franco Temple (QEPD) Peru
Was the first general coordinator of this project.

Allan Lavell Costa Rica was the second
general coordinator of this project.
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GUSTAVO WILCHES-CHAUX

Colombian writer and co- founder of The
Network for the Social Study of Disaster in
Latin America (LARED). He studied Law
and Political and Social Sciences at
the University of Cauca (Popayan,
Colombia). He has participated in many
reconstruction processes post disaster,
and present amongst many other
activities- works as international
consultant for the European Union
financed PREDECAN project (Support
for Disaster Prevention in the Andean
Community). This is his 28th publication
regarding environmental management,
risk management, community orga-
nization, sustainable development and
related fields of thinking and acting.
Among others, one of his outstanding
contributions has been Auge, Caida y
Levantada de Felipe Pinillo, Mecénico y
Soldador Guia de La Red para la gestion
participativa del riesgo (1998), which, like
this book, is based on the research,
reflections and experiences of the
members of LARED.

wilcheschaux@etb.net.co

http://www.desenredando.org




